MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF 
CHOLMONDELEY & CHORLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 4 MAY 2021
(THE MEETING WAS HELD VIA VIDEO-LINK IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

REGULATIONS INTRODUCED UNDER THE CORONAVIRUS ACT 2020)

 Cholmondeley & Chorley Parish Council 

Annual Council – 4 May 2021 (held remotely)

	PRESENT:
	Councillor C Hopley 
	Chairman

	
	Councillor I Cundy
	

	
	Councillor A D Fennell
	

	
	Councillor A Gresty 
	

	
	Councillor S Langton 
	

	
	Councillor P Probin 
	

	
	
	

	APOLOGIES:
	Councillor R Keys


ANNUAL COUNCIL BUSINESS
1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

The Parish Council was invited to elect a Chairman to serve until the Annual Meeting in 2022. 
RESOLVED: That Councillor C Hopley be elected Chairman of the Parish Council to serve until the Annual Meeting in 2022.
2
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

The Parish Council was invited to elect a Vice-Chairman to serve until the Annual Meeting in 2022. 
RESOLVED: That Councillor I Cundy be elected Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council to serve until the Annual Meeting in 2022.

3
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Members were asked to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, personal interest or non-pecuniary interest which they had in any item of business on the agenda, the nature of that interest, and in respect of disclosable interests, to leave the meeting prior to the discussion of that item.

No declarations were made.
4
MINUTES – 23 MARCH 2021


RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 March 2021 be approved as a correct record.

5
CO-OPTION 


There were four vacancies on the Parish Council; two were for Cholmondeley parish and two for Chorley parish.

As both these vacancies were casual (i.e. owing to the resignation of previous councillors) a notice had been sent to Cheshire East Council to advertise the vacancies, which allowed 10 registered electors the opportunity to call an election to fill the vacancies.

Total number of seats 11: (6 for Cholmondeley and 5 for Chorley). Current Membership was as follows: 

	A D Fennell
	Cholmondeley
	Elected

	R Keys
	Cholmondeley
	Co-opted

	S Langton
	Cholmondeley
	Elected

	P Probin
	Cholmondeley
	Elected


	I Cundy
	Chorley
	Co-opted

	A Gresty
	Chorley
	Co-opted

	C Hopley
	Chorley
	Elected



One candidate had expressed an interest in being co-opted, but until the period for calling an election had lapsed, no action could be taken. This would be scheduled for the meeting to be held on 27 July 2021. 
6
ACCOUNTS 2020-2021

6.1
Exemption from External Audit
Members were reminded that as a Parish Council with a turnover less than £25,000, it was able to opt out of external audit. 

The Parish Council had opted out of external audit in the previous two years [known as exemption from a limited assurance review under S.9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015]. The Parish Council was recommended to opt out for 2020-2021.

RESOLVED: That the Parish Council declare itself exempt from a limited assurance review under S.9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 for the audit of the accounts for 2020-21.

6.2
Accounts

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) was required for submission as part of the accounts to the Internal Auditor. The only document to be submitted to the External Auditor was the Certificate of Exemption.

The Clerk had expected to submit the full AGAR for approval of Section 1 and Section 2 but this was not yet available.

7
REMOTE MEETINGS OF PARISH COUNCILS 


The Government had confirmed that legislation permitting remote meetings of local councils will not be extended in England beyond 7 May 2021; this would require primary legislation. 

The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) issued a Chief Executive’s bulletin on 23 April 2021 in which reference was made to a court hearing in the High Court during the same week.

As NALC was an interested party supporting this court action by Lawyers in Local Government (LLG) and the Association of Democratic Services Officers (ADSO), both Jane Moore, acting Head of Member Services and Legal Services Manager had attended the session remotely and it was reported on by the Law Gazette.
A decision was awaited, but at the time of publication of them agenda, remote meetings must cease after 7 May 2021.


As Parish Councils were not able to continue to hold remote meetings beyond 7 May 2021, the Clerk suggested that the following matters be delegated to the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, to give increased powers to the Clerk. This would ensure that regular business (mostly financial matters) could be actioned without, necessarily, the need for a Parish Council meeting. This would limit the need for physical meetings of the Parish Council. 
Extent of delegation: 
· The Clerk’s job description.

· Approved budgets. 

· The Council’s Financial Regulations, which included the contract procedure rules.
· All adopted policies of the Council. 

· All statutory and common law, and contractual requirements.
Matters to be delegated:

· In addition to the role of Proper Officer to the Council, the Clerk shall also be the Responsible Financial Officer for the Parish Council’s accounting procedures, in accordance with the prevailing Accounts and Audit Regulations in force. 

· Authorisation of routine recurring expenditure within the agreed budget in accordance with Financial Regulation No. 5.6.

· Incur expenditure not exceeding £1,000, in consultation with the Chairman of the Council 
· in accordance with Financial Regulation 4.1, provided that there is evidence to support the expenditure, e.g. quote/estimate or invoice and such expenditure falls within an appropriate revenue budget. 

· Authorise emergency expenditure up to £500, outside of the agreed budget (in accordance with Financial Regulation 4.5).

Such expenditure would be reported to full Council at its next meeting or, in the interests of expediency, emailed to Members to ensure that they were kept apprised of spend.

As the current venue for Parish Council meetings would inhibit the ability to socially-distance, Members were asked to consider other venues which could be booked when the Council was next required to hold a physical meeting.

It was suggested that meetings could be held in the Bowling Club (preferred venue), Cholmondeley Tea Rooms or Coronation Hall. 
RESOLVED: That the matters detailed above be delegated to the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman. 

8
APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR – 2021-20wa

The appointment of an Internal Auditor is a statutory requirement to be undertaken annually.  The Parish Council is invited to re-appoint JDH Business Services to carry out the internal audit in 2021-2022.


RESOLVED: That JDH Business Services Ltd. be appointed as the Internal Auditor for 2021-22.

9
REVIEW OF RISK MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS   


Withdrawn. The risk assessment schedule had been approved on 23 March 2021.

10
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP


10.1
The Parish Council was asked to appoint Members to the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. Current members were as follows:

	Parish Council Members 
	Non-Parish Council Members

	Tony Fennell
	Claire Farquharson

	Christopher Hopley
	James Hall

	Sarah Langton
	Matthew Robinson

	Philip Probin
	Stacey Rutter



RESOLVED: (a) That Councillor A D Fennell be removed as a Parish Council Member on the Steering Group;

(b) That Councillor I Cundy be appointed to the Steering Group; and

(c) That Martyn Furse (non-Parish Councillor) be appointed to the Steering Group.

10.2
Update on Progress

The Steering Group was now close to completion of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan.

The questionnaire analysis had now been carried out and the next stage would be to hold a public meeting to present the proposals to the community.

10.3
Quotation for Professional Support from Cheshire Community Action


Cheshire Community Action had provided the enclosed quotation for professional support to assist in preparing the Neighbourhood Plan, and also to complete the grant application form.


The cost was £3,420.00 and this cost must be met through the grant from Locality as the Parish Council had insufficient funds.


RESOLVED: That the Clerk seek a quotation from Cheshire Wildlife Trust for a full ecological survey to be carried out.

11
APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES


The Parish Council is invited to appoint representatives to the following outside bodies.  
· Cheshire Association of Local Councils

· Police Cluster meetings
 

RESOLVED: (a) That attendance at Cheshire Association of Local Council meetings be shared amongst Members, dependent on availability; and 

(b) That Councillors Hopley, Fennell, Gresty, Langton and Probin be nominated to attend Police 

Cluster meetings as and when available, and that Councillor Probin co-ordinate attendance.



 

12
MEETINGS – 2021

The following would be the traditional pattern of meetings for the Parish Council. These were based on bi-monthly meetings held on the fourth Tuesday in the month. 

· 27 July 2021

· 28 September 

· 23 November


Meetings for 2022 (from January to May 2022) would be agreed later in the year when the Covid-19 situation may be clearer. 

ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS
13
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Members of the public were able to address the Parish Council or ask a question.  

A member of the public asked for information about the Neighbourhood Plan. The Clerk agreed to send this out by e-mail.

was send this out by 


14
INSURANCE


Zurich Municipal had notified the Parish Council of the premium due for the insurance but had not yet provided documentation. 

(Note: Councillor Langton withdrew from the meeting at this point in the proceedings.)
15
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS


RESOLVED: That the following payments be approved. 


£82.44    
Cheshire Association of Local Councils affiliation fee


£400.00

Mrs C M Jones – net salary for the period September 2020 –





December 2020, and 1 January 2021- 31 March 2021.

This represents underpayment for the financial year 2020-2021.


£72.00

T P Jones & Co. LLP – payroll service (£60.00 net and £12.00 VAT)





Amount to be confirmed. 


£40.00

HMRC – Tax on Clerk’s salary.


£294.54

Zurich Municipal – insurance cover commencing 1 June 2021.





This was the same level as last year. 
16
PLANNING MATTERS


16.1
The Parish Council was invited to comment on the following planning application, by 25 May 2021. 

21/1955N
Croxton Green Farm, Croxton Green, Cholmondeley, SY14 8HG





Removal of existing mono-pitched roof to side elevation, increase





in height of existing external wall structure, with new pitched roof over.





Eaves to match existing surrounding house.


RESOLVED: That no observations be made on planning application No. 21/1955N.
16.2
Draft Housing Supplementary Planning Document (‘Housing SPD’) 

The Draft Housing SPD had been published for consultation purposes and provided further guidance on the implementation of policies in the Local Plan, including SC4 ‘residential mix’, SC5 ‘affordable homes’ and SC6 ‘rural exceptions housing for local needs’, of the Local Plan Strategy. This was the first stage of consultation on the SPD which, once adopted, would  be a material consideration in decision-taking.

The consultation would run from 26 April 2021 to 5:00pm on 7 June 2021. Further information was available on the council’s website at:

https://cheshireeast-consult.objective.co.uk/portal/planning/spd/
17
RESIDENTS’ QUERY 


Neighbours of Councillor Cundy had asked about the possibility of arranging to move the pedestrian road sign further from its current location on Nantwich Road adjacent to Chorley Green Barns.
The Clerk was asked to contact Cheshire East Highways to ask if the sign  could be re-located approximately 100 yds closer to Nantwich. 

18
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


27 July 2021 – To be held at the Bowling Pavilion.

19
CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS


In closing the meeting, the Chairman expressed thanks to Councillor Tony Fennell for his contribution during his tenure as Chairman of the Council. 
…………………………………………………Chairman 


       The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm and concluded at 8.45 pm
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