MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 
CHOLMONDELEY & CHORLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 23 MARCH  2021
(THE MEETING WAS HELD VIA VIDEO-LINK IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

REGULATIONS INTRODUCED UNDER THE CORONAVIRUS ACT 2020)

 Cholmondeley & Chorley Parish Council 

(Remote Meeting: 23 March 2021)

	PRESENT:
	Councillor C Hopley 
	In the Chair

	
	Councillor I Cundy
	

	
	Councillor R Keys 
	

	
	Councillor P Probin 
	

	
	
	

	APOLOGIES:
	Councillors A D Fennell and A Gresty


139
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Members were asked to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, personal interest or non-pecuniary interest which they had in any item of business on the agenda, the nature of that interest, and in respect of disclosable interests, to leave the meeting prior to the discussion of that item.

No declarations were made.
140
MINUTES
RESOLVED: 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 2 February 2021 be approved as a correct record.
141
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


In accordance with the Parish Council’s Standing Orders (i.e. its Constitution) members of the public are able to ask a question or make a statement, both of which must relate to matters which fall within the remit of the Parish Council.

There were no members of the public in attendance.

142
VACANCIES ON THE PARISH COUNCIL


142.1
Resignation of Councillors

It was reported that both Councillor C Baker and Councillor C Nickson had resigned as parish councillors. 

142.2
There are 11 seats on the Parish Council: six for Cholmondeley and five for Chorley. The current membership was noted: 
	Surname
	First name
	Elected/
Co-Opted
	Parish

	Fennell
	Tony
	E
	Cholmondeley

	Keys
	Roger 
	C
	Cholmondeley

	Langton
	Sarah
	E
	Cholmondeley

	Probin
	Phil
	E
	Cholmondeley

	Cundy
	Isobel
	C
	Chorley

	Gresty
	Alan
	C
	Chorley 

	Hopley
	Chris (Kit)
	E
	Chorley 


There were, therefore, two vacancies in Chorley parish and two vacancies in Cholmondeley parish.
A notice advertising the vacancies would be issued to Cheshire East Council elections office, and also displayed on the website and in the parish notice-boards. In the event of no election being called, it was expected that the Parish Council would be able to co-opt to the vacancies at the May meeting
.

143
WEBSITE ADMINISTRATION


A consequence of former councillor Chris Baker’s resignation was that there was now nobody available to deal with the administration of the website. He and former councillor Chris Nickson were the two councillors who had not only created the new website but were the only two with the appropriate expertise to update it and to upload documents. 


The Parish Council was asked to consider how to proceed. One option would be to employ an outside company to deal with this, unless a Member felt competent to take on this task. 

No decision was taken, but Councillor Cundy undertook to contact one of her colleagues who may be able to undertake this task. 

144
FINANCIAL MATTERS - PAYMENTS 


RESOLVED: That the following payment be ratified. 


144.1
Authorisation of Payments

£25.00

Cheshire Association of Local Councils

Fee for Claire Farquharson’s attendance at a Neighbourhood Planning training

Session, delivered by Cheshire Community Action. 
144.2
Receipts and Payments Statement

A receipts and payments statement for the period to 26 February 2021 was received.
144.3
End-of-Year Accounts – 2020-2021

The Clerk reported that the accounts for 2020-2021 would be submitted to the next meeting.
145
RISK ASSESSMENT/MANAGEMENT


The Parish Council was required to review its risk management arrangements before the end of the financial year. A copy of the current risk management schedule was enclosed, and the Parish Council was asked to consider if there should be any amendments to it. 

RESOLVED: That the risk assessment/management schedule be approved. 
146
PLANNING 

There were no planning applications for consultation.

147
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Parish Council members of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group reported on progress. A copy of the results of Questionnaire 2 were submitted. 
· The application form to apply for a grant from Locality was being prepared. The Clerk had drafted out the form, in part, and the remainder was to be completed by the Steering Group itself.

The Steering Group had raised some queries, and the Clerk undertook to review the form. 

· Members agreed that another public event should be held to inform residents of progress on the Neighbourhood Plan.  It was suggested that this be held at Cholmondeley Bowling Club; the Clerk was asked to contact Robin Latham about its availability. 

148
WRENBURY CONSOLIDATED CHARITIES

The Parish Council was asked to consider nominations for a trustee who could administer the Charity’s funds.

This item had been on the agenda for the previous four meetings and in the absence of a nomination at this meeting, would not be included as a future agenda item.

Councillor Hopley undertook to contact Robin Latham about the vacancy.

149
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 25 May 2021

…………………………………………………Chairman 

� The public notice was not displayed on the website and it is not, therefore, possible to co-opt at the May meeting.


� Subsequently changed to 4 May 2021 following publication of Government regulations. 
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